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Newsletter Number 2 – Issued September 2025
LEISURE MARCHING NATIONALS 
RANGIORA CANTERBURY, 27 & 28 MARCH 2026

Kia ora koutou / Greetings fellow leisure marchers,
McCullough Guards are delighted to be hosting our first national event in 2026. Welcome to your second of three newsletters, where we’ll provide the key updates you need for planning purposes. The final newsletter will be issued in January and will include the official draw.
There are four key updates/attachments with this newsletter:
· Registration Form – if you haven’t yet registered, we encourage you to do so as soon as possible. This greatly assists with planning and helps secure deposits for bands and other event essentials.
· Night Function Registration Form – planning for the night function is well underway. Again, we would appreciate early registrations please.
· Event Badge Order Form – everything you need to know about souvenirs is included here. We look forward to receiving your orders.
· Newsletter 1 – re-attached for anyone who requires another copy.

Venue Reminder
We know many of you are excited to join us in Christchurch. While there are several venues in the city, very few can seat up to 1,000 people and provide a field large enough to host 80 teams. MainPower Stadium in Rangiora was the only suitable venue available for hire.
The stadium offers:
· Plenty of parking for cars, vans, and coaches
· An onsite café (who have assured us they can make 1,000 coffees!)
· Seating for 960 people
Important: Please do not leave bags on seats. Once settled, kindly return your bags to your vehicles so seats remain available for everyone.
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Please email your music to leisurenationals2026@gmail.com by 31 December 2025.
We ask that you please bring a backup copy on a USB stick.

First Aid
A qualified advanced first aider will be available onsite throughout the event.

Social Function
Theme: AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 DAYS
The most common question we’ve had is whether costumes should be based on the novel/movie or simply represent “anywhere in the world.” The answer is: either! We chose this theme because it’s open to interpretation and encourages creativity. Expect an array of colourful and imaginative costumes – there’s no right or wrong.
Additional notes:
· The bar will be cash only (no BYO license).
· To keep beverages affordable, we are doing the bar ourselves.
· Drinking vessels will be provided in your goodie bags – don’t forget to bring them along.
· Teams are encouraged to decorate their tables to match their costume theme. 
· Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place.

March Past and Maze March
All team members are welcome to participate in both the March Past and Maze March. To help speed up the lining up of teams:
· Team numbers will be marked on carpet tiles at the back of the field – please assemble at your number.
· For the March Past, we’ll use the same successful format as last year – side pace across until it’s your turn to march.
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Our meeting space is a little smaller than we would like. Ideally, only one delegate per team should attend. However, if support is required, a second person is welcome. We kindly ask that those who are able to stand, please do so.
If you have items you’d like included on the agenda, please email leisurenationals2026@gmail.com.
We are also calling for expressions of interest to host the Leisure Marching Nationals in the South Island in 2028 – please contact us if your team or region is interested.

Contact Information
If you have any questions or need assistance, please feel free to reach out:
📧 Email: leisurenationals2026@gmail.com
📞 Phone: Tracey McCullough – 027 861 721

McCullough Guards look forward to hosting you in Canterbury.
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Date:  27 & 28 March 2026		Venue: MainPower Stadium, 289 Coldstream Road, Rangiora
Contact Email: leisurenationals2026@gmail.com	     Phone: Tracey 027 861 7212 
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